COMMONWEALTH
THEATRE CENTER
Commonwealth Theatre Center, home to the Walden
Theatre Conservatory and Blue Apple Outreach, is the
region’s most comprehensive theatre training and arts
education organization – serving 50,000+ youth and
5,000+ adults each year. Join us for an unforgettable
theatre experience!
WALDEN THEATRE CONSERVATORY challenges
young people through a rigorous, nationally-recognized
pre-professional program that provides a foundation for
a career in the arts while imparting valuable life skills and
friendships that last a lifetime.
In addition to extracurricular programs and camps
throughout the school year and summer, students take the
stage in a full season of professionally produced shows.
BLUE APPLE OUTREACH, built on more than 40 years
of innovation and excellence, delivers theatre practices and
experiences to schools and community partners year-round.

THE POWER OF
OUR ART FORM

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CHARLIE SEXTON
Theatre as an art form has the power to catch our
consciousness, to reflect it backward and push it
forward. It has the power – however briefly – to let
us relive the thrill of first love and the excitement
of childhood adventures. And in tumultuous
times, it gives us the power and permission to feel
completely silly and to accentuate the positives of
life, too.
Please join us for our 43rd season as we explore all these eternal
themes and spotlight issues long thought settled that have
reemerged in the strange political reality of the world today. This
season includes new and classic plays, including not one but two
musicals, and we’ll finish the season with our nationally renowned
Young American Shakespeare Festival.
Celebrate the positive creativity and exuberance of our exceptional
company of theatre artists. See you soon!

TICKETS & VENUE

Touring shows bring classic stories to life for the region’s
schoolchildren, and interdisciplinary workshop and
residency programs enrich math, science, social studies,
language arts, and life skills curricula for early childhood
through high school.

Visit us on the web for specific performance dates/times/locations.
Reservations can be made up to 3 weeks before each production.
Contact boxoffice@CommonwealthTheatre.org or 502.589.0084.

502.589.0084
1123 PAYNE ST., LOUISVILLE, KY 40204

The season is performed at the Nancy Niles Sexton Stage at CTC’s
Payne Street facility. The theatre is accessible; please call for special
seating. Parking is available for free on-street or in the rear lot.

COMMONWEALTHTHEATRE.ORG

GENERAL ADMISSION....... Contact box office for show prices
ARTSCARD........................ Present card for 2-for-1 tickets
GROUPS........................... Reduced prices, call to reserve

VISIT US AT
COMMONWEALTHTHEATRE.ORG
Developing youth and our community
through excellence in comprehensive
theatre education and performance.

SEASON
2018/19

SEPTEMBER 20 – 29, 2018

BLUE STOCKINGS

BY JESSICA SWALE, DIRECTED BY HEATHER BURNS
In this moving, comical story of Victorian women fighting for the
future of education, Tess and her fellow first-years are determined
to win the right to graduate from Girton College, Cambridge.
But distractions of love, the class divide, and the strength of the
opposition stand in the way of change.

OCTOBER 11 – 20, 2018

THE LARAMIE PROJECT

BY MOISÉS KAUFMAN
AND MEMBERS OF TECTONIC THEATER PROJECT
DIRECTED BY MITCHELL MARTIN
CTC commemorates the 20th anniversary of Matthew Shepard’s
death by honoring the ongoing campaign for LGBTQ rights.
“Hate is not a Laramie value,” but after a gay man is brutally beaten,
a small town copes with an act of violence while the nation watches.
Based on interviews, the play shows how people can directly or
indirectly motivate hatred and intolerance, and how a community
grows toward acceptance and hope.

PLAYS FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
NOVEMBER 17, 2018

THE UGLY DUCKLING

MUSIC/LYRICS/BOOK BY GERALDINE ANN SNYDER
DIRECTED BY MERA KATHRYN CORLETT
MUSIC DIRECTION BY JECOREY “1200” ARTHUR
This musical reimagining of Hans Christian Andersen’s classic begins
with a comical egg-hatching ballet and ends with an empowering
message of belonging. In between, our protagonist is rejected from
a family of ducks for being “different” and sets off seeking a place to
feel at home. Featuring a fresh score incorporating rap and live sound
mixing, this version stays true to the lesson that every creature is entitled
to acceptance & love – though they sometimes spring from unlikely places.
Performances of professional touring musicals offer a look into the high-quality original
productions that CTC’s Blue Apple Outreach provides to schools & community partners.

NOVEMBER 8 – 17, 2018

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM
COUNTY SPELLING BEE

MUSIC/LYRICS BY WILLIAM FINN, BOOK BY RACHEL SHEINKIN
CONCEIVED BY REBECCA FELDMAN
DIRECTED BY MERA KATHRYN CORLETT
MUSIC DIRECTION BY JOHN AUSTIN CLARK
An odd assortment of spelling champions learns that winning – and
losing – isn’t everything. The tweens spell their way through a series
of words while candidly disclosing hilarious and touching stories
from their lives. This 2005 Tony winner for Best Musical Book is a
riotous ride, complete with audience participation!

JANUARY 17 – 26, 2019

ALMOST, MAINE

BY JOHN CARIANI, DIRECTED BY CHARLIE SEXTON
Falling in love is tough. Falling out of love is tough. In the mythical
town of Almost, Maine, residents find themselves falling in or out
of love in unusual, hilarious, and magical ways. This play of vignettes
captures the moments when life takes us by surprise, and looks at
love from different angles.
FAMILY-FRIENDLY PUBLIC SHOWS BY BLUE APPLE OUTREACH
Visit us on the web to confirm dates, times, & availability
These shows can travel to your venue. Contact us for info/booking!

SPRING, 2019 (DATE TBD)

STORYTIME THEATRE

NATIVE AMERICAN MYTHS
BY BLUE APPLE OUTREACH, DIRECTED BY HEATHER BURNS
Rabbit, Bear, and Coyote are a rambunctious yet charming group of
animals present in the mythic traditions of many Native American
nations. Their rambles, tricks, and dares lead to the creation of
the constellations, the length of Rabbit’s tail, and other universal
curiosities as this play shares the cultural stories of how the natural
world came to be.

StoryTime Theatre performances build literary comprehension and feature sets & props
handmade from familiar objects, showing that resourcefulness is a gateway to expression.

FEBRUARY 6 – 17, 2019

YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS FEST.

WALDEN THEATRE CONSERVATORY PLAYWRIGHTS
LEAD BY LETITIA USHER, CONSERVATORY STUDENT DIRECTORS
This festival of original short plays created and developed in Walden
Theatre’s playwriting workshop celebrates the talents of student
playwrights, actors, designers, and directors.

FEBRUARY 6 – 17, 2019

YOUNG COMPANY PRODUCTION

THE TRIALS OF ROBIN HOOD

BY WILL AVERILL, DIRECTED BY MEG CAUDILL
King Richard returns from the Crusades to find a kingdom in upheaval,
and he calls a trial to determine what’s happened in his absence – and
who he should hold responsible. Robin Hood, Maid Marian, and the
Sheriff of Nottingham share their own versions of events, leaving the
audience to decide which testimony is true. This funny take on a classic
features intermediate actors from the Walden Theatre Conservatory.

MARCH 7 – 23, 2019

PROFESSIONAL COMPANY-IN-RESIDENCE
+ CONSERVATORY CO-PRODUCTION

CABARET

BOOK BY JOE MASTEROFF, MUSIC BY JOHN KANDER
LYRICS BY FRED EBB, DIRECTED BY SETH LIEBER
MUSIC DIRECTION BY JOHN AUSTIN CLARK
“There was a cabaret, and there was a master of ceremonies, and there
was a city called Berlin, in a country called Germany, and it was the
end of the world.” The Weimar Republic’s liberties and libertines
are whipped away by the rising storm of fascism in this groundbreaking, heartbreaking musical that’s as shocking as it is familiar.
Blended staff/student productions are an opportunity for CTC’s professionals
to take the stage, showcasing their mastery of craft and working alongside
the next generation of artists from the Walden Theatre Conservatory.

Photos by Crystal Ludwick (crystalludwickphoto.com).
COVER: The Merry Wives of Windsor; REVERSE: Welcome to Wandaland, A Wrinkle
In Time, The Crucible; ABOVE: The Trojan Women, Measure for Measure, The Merry
Wives of Windsor, Young Playwrights Festival 2018, The Crucible, The Comedy of
Oedipus, Richard III.

MAY 9 – 19, 2019

THREE PLAYS IN REPERTORY

The Walden Theatre Conservatory at Commonwealth
Theatre Center made history in 2017, becoming the
first youth conservatory in the world to fully produce the
complete canon of Shakespeare’s plays. The company builds
on this unmatched achievement each year with The Young
American Shakespeare Festival – the largest and longestrunning such Festival by and for young people in the nation.

MACBETH

DIRECTED BY HALLIE DIZDAREVIC
Spurred on by a prophecy and emboldened by his ambitious wife,
Macbeth murders the king of Scotland and seizes the crown for
himself. But power comes at a steep price as his tyranny and paranoia
leave allies dead or fleeing for their lives. Even his wife succumbs to
madness in this bloody and tragic fall of a once brave leader.

THE WINTER’S TALE

DIRECTED BY CHARLIE SEXTON
Driven mad by a suspected infidelity between his wife and his lifelong
friend, a king makes disastrous choices that strip him of everything
he holds dear. But destiny (and possibly magic) offers a chance for
forgiveness via a bear’s pursuit, a shepherd’s discovery, and a pair of
lovers’ determination to be together.

HENRY V

DIRECTED BY JENNIFER PENNINGTON
The young and charismatic English king has grown to respect the
demands and sacrifices of rule, and he offers inspiration to his soldiers
even as he doubts his own resolve to continue the war for the throne
of France. The risks are huge, the cause is debatable, and bloodshed –
of enemies and countrymen alike – is the only certainty.

