Commonwealth Theatre Center, home to the Walden
Theatre Conservatory and Blue Apple Outreach, is the
region’s most comprehensive theatre training and arts
education organization – serving 50,000+ youth and
5,000+ adults each year. Join us for an unforgettable
theatre experience!
WALDEN THEATRE CONSERVATORY challenges young
people through rigorous, nationally-recognized pre-professional
programs that provide a foundation for a career in the arts while
imparting valuable life skills and friendships that last a lifetime.
In addition to extracurricular programs and camps throughout
the school year and summer, students take the stage in a full
season of professionally produced shows.
BLUE APPLE OUTREACH, built on more than 40 years
of innovation and excellence, delivers theatre practices and
experiences to schools and community partners year-round.
Touring shows bring classic stories to life for the region’s
schoolchildren, and interdisciplinary workshop and residency
programs enrich math, science, social studies, language arts,
and life skills curricula for early childhood through high school.

502.589.0084 • 1123 PAYNE ST., 40204

CommonwealthTheatre.org

FRESH PERSPECTIVES
AND GREAT CLASSICS
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CHARLIE SEXTON
On behalf of everyone at CTC I am thrilled to
present an exciting, challenging and diverse season
of plays. As we approach the centennial of the
19th Amendment, I’m delighted that there are so
many powerful, resourceful, resilient, and creative
female characters featured this season, lead by so
many strong female directors.

From modern dramatic comedy to recent classics and a wonderful
adaptation of a literary classic, this season will both challenge our
actors and thrill our audiences. The professional company will be
presenting our first ever production of Streetcar, and Hamlet returns
to our stage after an 18 year absence.
We hope you will join us to see the marvelous work of our
conservatory students and professional staff. It’s one of the best
values in town and such an exciting experience.

TICKETS & VENUE
Visit CommonwealthTheatre.org/tickets to purchase tickets.
Reduced prices are available to groups of 8 or more and for
ArtsCard holders. Please contact the box office before purchasing to
make arrangements for group or ArtsCard tickets: 502-589-0084.
The season is performed at the Nancy Niles Sexton Stage at CTC’s
Payne Street facility. The theatre is accessible; please call for special
seating needs. Free parking is available on-street or in the rear lot.

Developing youth and our community
through excellence in comprehensive
theatre education and performance.
The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts
agency, provides operating support to CTC
with state tax dollars and federal funding
from the National Endowment for the Arts.

VISIT US AT
COMMONWEALTHTHEATRE.ORG

SEASON
2019/20

Macbeth (2019)

COMMONWEALTH
THEATRE CENTER

SEPTEMBER 19 – 28, 2019

SHE KILLS MONSTERS

BY QUI NGUYEN, DIRECTED BY HEATHER BURNS
Going through the belongings of her deceased younger sister,
Agnes stumbles upon a Dungeons & Dragons notebook and finds
herself catapulted into a journey of discovery and adventure in
the imaginary world that was her sister’s refuge. This high-octane
dramatic comedy laden with homicidal fairies, nasty ogres, and ’90s
pop culture offers a heart-pounding homage to the geek and warrior
within us all.

OCTOBER 10 – 19, 2019

TOP GIRLS

BY CARYL CHURCHILL, DIRECTED BY HALLIE DIZDAREVIC
After she’s named the first female executive at the Top Girls
employment agency, the ambitious Marlene finds herself in a surreal
exploration of the sacrifices required of women who succeed in a
man’s world. Almost 40 years have passed since this play was written,
and the central question remains: Will women ever really be able to
have it all?

PLAYS FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
NOVEMBER 16, 2019

RUMPELSTILTSKIN

NOVEMBER 14 – 23, 2019

ROSENCRANTZ AND
GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD

BY TOM STOPPARD, DIRECTED BY JENNIFER PENNINGTON
In this ground breaking comedy, two fringe characters from
Shakespeare’s Hamlet find themselves pulled inexorably, hilariously,
through the many plots and twists of this tragedy. Entangled but
disposable, questioning their luck and killing time, the two are
left wondering if there might have been a moment, after all,
when everything could have gone differently.

JANUARY 16 – 25, 2020

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

ADAPTED BY JANET MUNSIL FROM JANE AUSTEN’S NOVEL
DIRECTED BY CHARLIE SEXTON
A delightful comedy of manners written just over 200 years ago, this
beloved classic of British literature captures the social adventures
of the Bennet sisters. Janet Munsil’s adaptation brings to life the
romance and wit of the independent-minded Elizabeth Bennet and
enigmatic Mr. Darcy as they spar for family, friendship and love.
FAMILY-FRIENDLY PUBLIC SHOWS BY

BLUE APPLE OUTREACH

Visit us online for details & tickets. These shows
can travel to your venue. Contact us for booking!

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY MERA KATHRYN CORLETT
MUSIC BY JACQUI BLUE
A new spin on a Brothers Grimm classic! After her father tells a lie,
the miller’s daughter finds herself in over her head with the stakes (and
the straw) piled high. With limited choices, she attempts to save herself
their way until at last she recognizes her own ability to problem solve
and determine her fate. Exploring themes of integrity, self reliance, and
resiliency, this play with music will captivate and inspire young minds to
think beyond limitations.

MARCH 28, 2020

Performances of professional touring musicals offer a look into the high-quality original
productions that CTC’s Blue Apple Outreach provides to schools & community partners.

StoryTime Theatre performances build literary comprehension and feature sets & props
handmade from familiar objects, showing that resourcefulness is a gateway to expression.

STORYTIME THEATRE

LEGENDS: ON THE TRAIL OF DANIEL BOONE
BY MERA KATHRYN CORLETT, DIRECTED BY HEATHER BURNS
Three students hike the woods of Iroquois park in a search for evidence
of the real Daniel Boone. Along the trail, they investigate fact vs. legend
as they entertain themselves with the bold stories of the Kentucky
frontiersman.

FEBRUARY 12 – 15, 2020

YOUNG COMPANY PRODUCTION

THE SECRET GARDEN

ADAPTED BY PAMELA STERLING FROM THE NOVEL BY
FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT, DIRECTED BY MEG CAUDILL
Young Mary Lennox is sent to the moors of Yorkshire to live with her
uncle after her parent’s death in India. Encouraged by the warmhearted
maid Martha and her brother Dickon, she explores the grounds and
discovers a forgotten garden. This joyous story about the blossoming of
the earth and the human spirit is a delight for the imagination.
Performed by the Young Company of Walden Theatre Conservatory’s intermediate actors.

FEBRUARY 19 – 22, 2020

MAY 7 – 17, 2020
CTC’s Walden Theatre Conservatory was the first
youth conservatory in the world to fully produce the entire
canon of Shakespeare’s plays. The company builds on this
unmatched achievement each year with The Young American
Shakespeare Festival – the largest and longest-running such
festival by and for young people in the nation.

YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS FEST.

HAMLET

FEATURING PLAYWRIGHTS AND DIRECTORS
FROM THE WALDEN THEATRE CONSERVATORY
LEAD BY KEITH MCGILL & DIANA GRISANTI
This festival of original short plays created and developed in Walden
Theatre’s playwriting workshop celebrates the talents of student
playwrights, actors, designers, and directors.

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, DIRECTED BY CHARLIE SEXTON
Hamlet’s father, the king, is dead. And his uncle Claudius has hastily
married the queen and seized the throne. Fuelled by vengeance and
eager to expose the usurper, the prince returns to Denmark and sets in
motion a web of events that lead to madness, exile, and death for almost
every major player.

MARCH 12 – 21, 2020

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

PROFESSIONAL COMPANY-IN-RESIDENCE
+ CONSERVATORY CO-PRODUCTION

A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE

BY TENNESSEE WILLIAMS, DIRECTED BY HALLIE DIZDAREVIC
After losing the family estate, the spectacularly flawed and tragically
fragile Blanche du Bois finds herself in the middle of her baby sister’s
rundown French Quarter apartment and her marriage. Under pressure
from her new reality, Blanche begins to crumble in this American
masterpiece that explores issues of sexual identity, power, and abuse.
Blended staff/student productions are an opportunity for CTC’s professionals
to take the stage, showcasing their mastery of craft and working alongside
the next generation of artists from the Walden Theatre Conservatory.

COVER: Macbeth. REVERSE: The Laramie Project*, Cabaret,
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. ABOVE: Blue Stockings,
Almost Maine, The Trials of Robin Hood, Henry V, Macbeth, and The Winter’s Tale.

Photos by Crystal Ludwick except * by Gretchen Bell.

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTED BY JENNIFER PENNINGTON
Bickering lovers, scheming villains, hapless officials, and mistaken
identity abound in this comedy – one of Shakespeare’s most popular
and beloved – perhaps best known for the unforgettable romantic duo
of Beatrice and Benedick.

THE SERVANT OF
TWO MASTERS

BY CARLO GOLDONI, DIRECTED BY MERA KATHRYN CORLETT
When wily Truffaldino finds himself with the chance to serve two
masters at the same time, he wildly miscalculates the demands that
will be placed on him. It’s double the money, but double the work and
double the trouble – and his success depends on a delicate dance of
disguises, identities, and (worst of all) love.

